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ICOLD European Club: Members & Objectives

Main objectives (Constitution, 1995):

- Encourage EWG and European Symposia.

- Encourage co-operation and exchange information 
among European countries.

‐ Provide expert technical advice in relation to dam and 
reservoir safety, where requested.

‐ Participate in public relations activities to explain 
social, environmental and economic benefits of dams.

‐ Co-operation in professional training of Young 
Professionals.

EurCOLD Member Countries: 27 European ICOLD member countries
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ICOLD European Club: Completed activities

Title Coordinator (Country)

EWG: Geomembranes and geosynthetics as facing materials A. M. Scuero (Italy)

EWG: Uplift pressures under concrete dams G.Ruggeri (Italy)

EWG: Sliding of concrete dams G.Ruggeri (Italy)

EWG: European Water Directive G. Heigerth (Austria)

EWG: Seismic criteria N. Reilly (U.K.)

EWG: Ageing of concrete dams R. del Hoy (Spain)

EWG: Education P-P. Marini (Italy)

EWG: Floods L. Berga (Spain)

EWG: Public safety U. Norstedt (Sweden)

EWG: Dam safety of existing dams J. Rocha Afonso (Portugal)

TF: develop a manifesto for smarter dams and reservoirs governance in Europe M. Meghella (Italy)

EWG: Management of dams incidents J. Laasonen (Finland)
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ICOLD European Club: Manifesto “Dams & Reservoirs”

The European ICOLD Club (EURCOLD), by 
means of this document, aims to create 
awareness in Europe on the role that water 
reservoirs and dams play in our lives and, 
consequently, call for a smarter governance 
framework.

The MANIFESTO represents a commitment 
by the European dam industry to the 
effective, efficient, socially concerned, 
transparent and responsible management of 
water resources.
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Share of energy from RES by EU country (%) Progress towards 2020 RES targets EU-27
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Greece, 09/2023 – Medicane Daniel

Source: https://pbnews.gr/kakokairia-daniel-15-oi-nekroi-sti-thessalia-dyo-oi-
agnooumenoi-se-katastasi-poliorkias-oloklira-choria/, 

Slovenia, 08/2023

https://www.efas.eu/en/news/flooding-slovenia-august-2023

Italy, 05/2023
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Temperature of the surface of the land 17 July 2023

https://www.esa.int/Applications/Observing_the_Earth/Copernicus/Sentinel3/Europe_braces_for_sweltering_July

https://xronos.gr/epikairotita/aeroplana-pairnoyn-nero-apo-fragma-iasioy-
gia-tin-fotia-tis-dadias

Iasiou dam, Canadair water intake, wildfires, Greece, 07/2022

Provatonas dam, water intake, Dadia forest wildfires,
Greece, 08/2023

https://www.protothema.gr/webtv/ellada/4313143/i-maxi-twn-elikopterwn-
sto-dasos-tis-dadias-ydrolipsia-apo-to-fragma-probatwnos-xthes-to-
apogeyma/
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Local development: Recreational activities – Stratos and Plastiras HEPPs (Greece) 

ICOLD European Club:  Recognizing the importance for awareness on dams



in collaborazione con ENEL Green Power, Direzione Generale Dighe, Associazione Idrotecnica Italiana Ricerca sul Sistema Energetico-RSE

WORKSHOP: Dighe e Territorio Le realtà del Centro-Sud
12 – 13 Ottobre 2023, Grand Hotel Vanvitelli, Viale Carlo III, Caserta

ICOLD European Club: Ongoing and actions ahead

(2023-2025)
ICOLD: Partner

(A. Schleiss, J-J Fry, M. Morris)

EWG: Levees and 
Flood Defences

R.Tourment (France)

TF: Dams and 
Territories

G. Mazzà (Italy)

EWG: Dams and 
Earthquakes 

G.Veylon (France)

EWG: Penstocks and 
pressure shafts

A.Frigerio (Italy)

EWG: Dam Legislation

G.Ruggeri (Italy)

EWG: Overflowing and 
overtopping erosion

J-R Courivaud (France)

EWG: Internal erosion 

S. Bonelli (France)

Organize Meetings, Workshops, Seminars, Symposiums 

European R&D

(2018-2022)
ICOLD : Co-ordinator
(A. Schleiss, J-J Fry)

Ongoing European Working Groups (EWG) – Task Forces (TF)

Interact and collaborate with ICOLD Technical Committees
Multiple events incl. 

“Brussels Hydropower Day”
Work on emerging issues for the European Member countries

Organize 
“European Dam Day”

A.Frigerio & G. Mazzà (Italy)

Ad Hoc: Public Awareness 
Strategies 

S.Lazaridou & G. Mazzà

(Greece & Italy)

EWG: Dams in the context 
of EU policies

L.Bensasson & J. M. Alonso-
Muñoyerro

(Greece & Spain)

Recent EWG, TF, Ad Hoc 

TF: Draft By-Laws

A.Granados (Spain)

Upgrade website 

Issue newsletter
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ICOLD European Club: Task Force on Dams and Territories

Established by ITCOLD

Chaired by: G. Mazzà

- Dams & Territories events, are organized
annually by ITCOLD and RSE in various Italian
regions since 2014. They aim:

- to facilitate constructive dialogue
between dam owners, stakeholders and
the public.

- to assess the pro-activity of dam owners
in environmental actions, in promoting
local development and in transferring
resources to the host territory.

- This is 9th Workshop.
DAMS AND WATER RETENTION - AN IMPORTANT CORNERSTONE FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY OF THE FUTURE, SLOCOLD  CONFERENCE -
CONSULTATION, 10/2023 
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ICOLD European Club: Task Force on Dams and Territories

- It is a pioneering action in promoting Public
Acceptability on dams.

- It provides a template framework for
promoting collaborative interaction
between dam owners, stakeholders and the
public of host territories.

- It has triggered the interest of ICOLD
member countries.

- The EU funded “Hydropower Europe”
project representatives participated in
Palermo (6th workshop - 2019) which
contributed to addressing social
responsibility and awareness as an action in
its Strategic Industry Roadmap (SIR).

DAMS AND WATER RETENTION - AN IMPORTANT CORNERSTONE FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY OF THE FUTURE, SLOCOLD  CONFERENCE -
CONSULTATION, 10/2023 
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ICOLD European Club:  Ad Hoc Group on Public Awareness Strategies
Scope: To brainstorm as a European dam community, on feasible strategies towards communicating 

and disseminating the values of dams to the public. These strategies could be either on a 

European basis or could be implemented nationally. 

This action will be associated with the “European Dam Day” proposal by ITCOLD. 

Chairs: S. Lazaridou (Greece), G. Mazzà (Italy)

Venice Architectural Biennale, Greek Pavilion, 2023 – Water Bodies (Dams and Artificial lakes)
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ICOLD European Club:  Ad Hoc Group on Public Awareness Strategies

Methodology:

- Collect information on public opinion, views and concerns.

- Collect information on similar actions implemented by the National 
Committees. 

- Explore feasibility to act on a European basis or encourage national actions.

- Specify target groups and associated strategies, e.g.:

o Visual – video promotion

o Printed information

o Online (digital) information

- Interact and collaborate with ICOLD TC N – Public Awareness and Education.

- Receive feedback and evaluate the action results

Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-squad-vol2-84171.pdf
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ICOLD European Club: Day dedicated to Dams

Established by ITCOLD - Chaired by: A.Frigerio & G. Mazzà (Italy)

Scope: To establish a “day” dedicated to the awareness on Dams.

Aims: To promote the participation of citizens on synchronized events in Europe.

Action: EurCOLD National Committees managing parallel activities and actions. 

Examples: Dam site visits, online promotion and on press, video projections etc. 

Similar: National Hydropower Day (US)

Hydropower Day (ETIP Hydropower - Europe)
Dam Safety Awareness Day (US)
Global Hydropower Day (IHA – Global)
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ICOLD European Club:  Recognizing the importance for further action

Public awareness on dams and 
their contribution to the society 
was highlighted as the one of the 
most important issues for the dam 
engineering community, in the 
round table of the 12th ICOLD 
European Club Symposium, 
Interlaken, 09/2023.
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ICOLD European Club:  Recognizing the importance for further action

Younger generations education is considered to be of significance.

https://www.epoli.gr/mathites_dimotikoy_prwtoi_ptyxioyxoi
_eidikoi_fragmatologoi-a-147570.html?category_id=697

Athens Water Company: Primary school educational program
on dams   

Initiative to craft a dam at a Kindergarten in Athens
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ICOLD European Club: Website & Social

https://cnpgb.apambiente.pt/IcoldClub/ https://www.linkedin.com/company/icold-european-club-eurcold/

Contact, information & EWG reports:
ICOLD European Club website. 

News are posted on Linkedin

https://www.linkedin.com/company/icold-european-club-eurcold/
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Malga Ciapela Hydropower Plant, Italy

Grazie - Thank you
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